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On lake Ontario, the "Frontenae", beginning with 1817, was used on a weekly 
service between York and Prescott, and following this beginning came a period of 
great activity in lake and river shipping. In 1845, the "Gore" reached lake Huron 
by way of the Welland canal to carry on transport trade on the Upper Lakes, where 
previously there had not been enough traffic to support a large ship. Shipping on 
the Upper Lakes became brisker now, for there were settlers to be carried from 
Buffalo to the western United States and grain to be brought back. In this period 
Canadian shipping made its profit by carrying American goods, for there was little 
traffic originating in the Canadian near-West. 

The period from 1850 to the present has witnessed a proportionate decline in 
inland shipping, owing to the competition of railways. Considerable traffic is still 
carried over water routes, however, and the transport of grain, coal and iron ore now 
forms the "raison d'Mre" of considerable fleets of cargo boats on the Great Lakes. 

Inland International Shipping.—Statistics of the inland international 
shipping between Canadian and United States ports for the fiscal years ended 
1924-1928, exclusive of ferriage, are given in Table 53. The total tonnage of inland 
international shipping entered and cleared in the fiscal years 1920-1928, was as 
follows:—1920,24,248,779; 1921,29,731,901; 1922,29,070,783; 1923,38,124,846;1924, 
37,928,971; 1925, 36,958,025; 1926, 29,591,831; 1927,31,181,890; 1928,35,589,163. 

53.—Canadian and American Vessels trading on Rivers and Lakes between Canada 
and United States, exclusive of ferriage, fiscal years ended Mar. 31,1924-1928. 
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